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you know what is written here?™ he|
asked the valet. l

**No, m'siew’,” came the whisper. !

*Speak in Russian, Livanski. At last
we have caught vou. Viadimir Sassu-|
hitch is herel”

The wretched man fell like one dead.
Two of the insurgents picked him up and
carried him away without any protest
from the escort. The Earl did not know
what was happening: but Lord Carling-
ham interferel.

*That man is under our protection for
the hour!™ he cried vehemently.  **What-
ever his crimes, he should be fairly tried.”

His words were unheeded.  Ivan calm-
Iv was reading the letter again. He
growled something, and the Cossack
ofticer became visibly agitated.

““We are too late!” he cnied in French.
*The lady is married already.”

** What new madness is this?" shouted
Lord Carlingham, while his father, who
understood French well enough to follow
what was being said, caught his shoulder
with trembhing hands.

"It sounds like truth.” replied the
oiticer, who himseli was startled omt of |
his Muscovite phlegm. **This man tells
me that the ceremony has taken place.
Her ladvship is marned to the English-
man who carmied her of from the chapel
of St Sumislans Sapenn” There's a)
fascal for “_"“... l

CHAPTER XXIIL !

A Betrothal and a

L]

Respite .
HEN Frank Armstrong entered the
rovk-chamber in which Ermwn-

trude awaited him he was even more dis-
womeertoed |-_r her attitwude than ‘I'\‘
Viuhirmir Sassulitch’s Llunt wonds. He
expected to tind her in a mood in which
just anger blended with indignation.  As
a matter of fact, she was weeping.

Now, Ermyntrude had not wept when
Prnce Boris led her to the chapel of St
Stamslaus. Then her  vouthful Lidy-
ship contemplated the ondeal of matn-
mony with a stoical indiference that
letokenad a fixed adherence to the prin-
viple that the end justifies the means,
To-day she wept. Clearly there was a
distinction between forced marnage with
Prince Melniko'? in the one case amnd with
Captain Armstrong in the other.

The <ight of her distress was more than
Frank conld bear. He was at ks wats'
end for a methad of escape from the ex-
traonhinary dilemma that faced him. It
was impossible to contract such a union |
with the girl he hwed, either wth or!
without her consent, yet to infunate
men whose passions already were aroused
to fever heat. and whose lives were in
Jropardy, meant expesing Ermyntrude to
immeasurabile danger. ’

He knew much that was hidden from
her. The Muscovite, queer blead of
East amd West, can range in theught |
from Eastern comtempt of women to ex-
cess worship  Ivan  Stephanovitch
conld bargaan asddly for the nuptials of
Natushka. as 1f <he was a handsome slave |
distined by & ontwal purchaser for s<ome
seruglio in Stamboul, while Prince Boris
would bruve any penil, adopt any subter- |
fuge or hndden devie, to gain Ermyn-
trande as a wife Yet baoth men were
Coscacks,  drferentated  somewhat by
education, bt capabde alike of extremes
in Lwve and war

It was essentuil that «comethimg <hould
! dlav the pizl's agmtation.
rank torced henselt to sav |.|:72.‘_\'
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HOW SCOTT GRABBED
THE LIVE WIRE

well

butt awsy at the fout of that wall all your life—
1 say, if you should have such visions as that in
the might it would come pretty mear being a
nightmare, wouldn't it ?

“Well, 1 had all the mental effect of that
thing bappen to mc in real life. 1 certanly
was up againt it and with the consciousness that
it was through no expeaial faukt of my own, and
also that no struggies of mine could ¢
conditions. Ever and ever butting st
wall and hunting for a hole 1o crawl h!

*“The end of #? Why, I climbed up that
self all the time while | was doing it. An:’l
‘u-u-:nt the fulks around me were aston-
mbed, too, at the way it all came out, Jlere's
how it ned

& | wasn't of the * submerged tenth® class or
a down<rodden scrf or anythung of that surt, you
undenstand, but achap pretty moderatcly comfort.

his activities and asparatsons,

&l had beuau?-:uerl‘wmyem-dn
thn:to(lhli-e knew 1 Mlhl:lu:‘the
limig carming Capacity in ; Do
-mh:,uduu-lyl ied mvself,

“Whea we *sawdust lawyers® talked such
things over, as we ate our noun dinners out of
our pails, the fellows | worked with asserted
that genting up somewhere in life all depended
on bow a chap started, for after he got to a
certain age a man had sortof himself
to the future Ly what he knew how to do best—
and s0 he was ticd to the treadmill.  You see,
at that ume | didn’t have any ilea that some

' one had planned out a Ly which a ch
, could tlitﬂa over the 'all-." : e

* [ think | said as much to a stranger who

| called st my house one evening and stated that

he represcuted some kind of an educational
system taught by mail,

“1 had mever heard of the International
Correspondence Schools or wlat the idea meant
to & man in m¥ position. But when be asked
me whether | believed 1 had just the right kind
of an education 1o fit in with my am!ations,
why, that gave me a chance to launch out
on my favorite togic.  But the man peo-
ceeded to show me that nt only had someone
anticipated the growl that was coming from such
as [, but had figured out a way around the dife
ficulty. Why, when he found out that |
had a hankenng elcctnioty wands, he saud |
could become an electrical engineer, if 1 wanted
to be onc, and needn’t bose a clip of work. Tl
ownm up that at first crack 1t sounded as though
L+ was assunnz me that my rosiest dream wounld
come 1o pass an | expeated thot | would believe
Inm,  Fut he kejt at it and told me alout other
cses and m the end 1 deciied to find om
whether of mot the ‘sawdust liwyers' were
mistaken.

“ [ wasn't very ambations at the start, T be.
gan in the winngz an ! bell.work comurse, That's
what [ meant when [ eud 1 gt over that wall
by climlang on a ive wire. It was a myghty in-
terrating end of wire that came= dangling toward
me: it was just full of the unghing electnaty of
helvfalness, The moment | zralded bodicof #
I delt awale a’l cver | want vou to undertar 4
that there are sooue hivels hattenes attacled to
the busancss end of the [ €. 5 wires It
sogey material, mdend, that they can't put the
theill of accomplnhment into,

1 made i

* 1 went from £9 a week as a helper to $2.50
a day as an elcctrical foreman for the Brigham
Electric Company. [ felt that then 1 was st

half way upthe wall! But that wire still
thrilled in my cluch! That's the ad
dlunnghd

with
my

| we may be able to temporize with thes
men. Melnikofi may yield to their de
' mands, and thus extricate you from
unhappy A Your father &
wealthy, and if no other resource jpre
sents itself I shall not scruple to brils
some of Ivan's followers to help wou
{ For myself. 1 am prepared to encounte
|any risk for your sake.”

| But Ermyntrude wept more than ever
“1 am destined to bring misery on al
who come in contact with me,” she wailed
“My folly indeed has been pumished
How you must despise me in your heart
though indeed I do believe you will hely
me to the end.”

The fluttering words which escaped he
were not exactly those which Armstrom;
expected.  He completely lost such shred
of self-possession as remained. Despis
Ermyntrile? Listen to her tearful self
condemnation? He might endure much
but these things were insuferable.

He sank to his knees by her side, am
(placed his arms around her, deluding
|himself into the belief that a spoke:
| declaration of his love might steel he
‘into fortitude and show her the para
{mount need there was for action if bot’

were o be saved from an intolerabl
: predicament.

“Ermyntrude. my dear one.” he said
amd his voice sounded in his ears as §
he was speaking in a dream, **nothing o
carth but the sight of your agony woulk
unlck my lips. How can | harbor th
thoughts with which you credit me whe
I have lowved you almost from the firs

b happy hour 1 met you?"

::. {_ga“:rd’l of n-rh‘rg_ﬂl:m one
A s, sir, 1 just jumper = off
|I—‘wa¢=t.\ll’n{:‘:l.l£&i bri':l-ef:dd
1 ulked to youan hour I couldn't better express
my vicws of the L U, S, course than by simply
stating that I jumped. 1 had moral, mental and
mmi:anklymh-l e in -\lr:rll. and I've told
you i, [trust that pow
realize that a me“ of this training a..u’::
mean simply the accumulstion of a lot of dry
details and tems of know ledge.”

Mr, W, W, Scott, of 48 Amory St., Cam-
bridgeport, Mass., whose expenence is given
alove, is mow an ¢ contractor with an
income of £3000 a year. Thousinds of others
have sttained success by the same mesns. You
can do 30 if you will make fhe starl. The
I. C. S, can help you to qualify in your spare
time for promotion or a more sle occnpa-
tion or to commence work st a better 3
than if yom started without training. They do
this through ther easy system of teaching ty
mail. The stant is sim; Iy to fill in and mailto
them the coupon Lelow. They will tell you
how they can fit you for the position you want,
and they will send vou their booklet, * joot
Seories of Saccess,” telling what the 1L C. S, bhas
done for a thousand others beside Mr. Scott,

Boa PM, ATRANTON, PA,
Plensr crpla: 1hevmt further on mypart
S v:'n::um, for o lnrge-r sming ¥ in I.I:
positivn befure wlich | have marked X
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She started convulsively, vet kept he
face hidden.  He bit his lips in his detes
mination not to spare himseli. When sh
realized his plight, surcly she would striv
to assist in devising some means of rescue

“1 know too well,” he went on, ““tha
my love is hopeless.  If. in other day:
I weakly permitted myself the delight «
seeing and speaking to you, 1 had
least  the requisite strength of muind t
leave you with my poor secret hidden i
my heart.”

Somechow Ermyntrude’s head was no
resting on his shoulder. In his exct
ment he did not percvive that he wi
hugging her in a way that was
ingly lover-like, nor did she seem to
sent the proceeding.

“I tell you this now.” he fiercely p
sisted, “'so that you may understand

*“l only understand,” she whis
““that it is better for you to speak th:
for Sassulitch to act as your intercessor

Her face was raised toward his no

| | Her beautiful eyes, tear-laden, it is t

were smiling at him in all confider
A blush, such as was never evoked b
{the cager pleading of the Prince. inca
| dinated her face and neck.  Under sug
iconditions, when the heart gallops,
]mnmaybeﬁ-rgivmifbckqnl b
i he deemed insurmountable in cold bloo

Frank gazed at her for a few sewe
of tumultuous silence. ** Ermyntrude!
he cried, “can it be pussible that ye
love me?™
| "Had yon asked me,” she murmy
{ **I might have known it sooner.™
| *

Thus it chanced that Natushka, when
personal troubles did not cause her
forget the claims of hospatality, entenn
the room on some housewifely erra
saw them locked in each other’s embru
csaw them exchange their first kiss

She withdrew hastily.  ** Your nussw
prospers,” she suid bitterly to Sassubite
“*Within are two who will not th
when the minister is callel.”

Sassulitch, net altogether sarprised |
this pleasant onteome of his planm
assured] the lag Ivan that ore portic
of their scheme must prove successful,

* Hurry with the batedika (par<on) an
et them woeld'™ was the gruff answer, an
when the Russian astomshedd  Ermy
trivde’s father aned brother with the
nonncement of her marnage. he spoke
21l pewnl fuith, being certain that the cer
meny had taken place two hours earlie

This was net When their ¢
transpert of happness had  yielded
anxieties of the hour, Frank o
Ermyntrade that even such o dever
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